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shows the unexpectedly advantageous results that can be achieved with the claimed 
invention, A signed declaration will be submitted shortly. 

As discussed in the Amendment dated July 24, 2003 (see paragraph bridging 
pages 5 and 6), the claims require both the recited saccharide derivative comprising 
the compound represented by formula (1) and one or more of the recited C3-C12 
saccharides, whereas the references at most teach the substitution of the saccharides 
described in Sano et al for the derivative described in the primary references. 
Nevertheless, even assuming for the sake of argument that the references provided a 
motivation to combine the recited derivative of formula (1) and the recited saccharide 
in a single composition and set forth a prima facie case of alleged obviousness, it is 
respectfully submitted that the evidence in the declaration shows unexpected results 
that would be sufficient to rebut such prima facie case. 

The declaration shows at Table A that the ink compositions comprising both 
the compound of formula (1) and the recited saccharides (Test Examples 4-6) 
performed better in the nozzle clogging recovery test described in the declaration than 
did the ink compositions comprising one of these components singly (Test Examples 
1-3). There is nothing in the cited references which would show or suggest these 
results wherefore it is respectfully submitted that the results must be considered to 
have been unexpected and sufficient to overcome any alleged case of prima facie 
obviousness set forth by the references. 
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In view of the above, an early and favorable reconsideration of the application 
is again respectfully requested. 
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